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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to examination of the above-referenced application, please enter the following 
amendments and remarks. 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 



Please insert the following on page 1, line 9, at the beginning of the sentence "This is 
a continuation-in-part of. . .": 



At pa^e 1, line 9, after "This is a", please insert -^divisional application of and 



claims the benefit of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/072,914, filed May 4, 1998, which is af? 



IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please cancel claims 1-9. 



REMARKS 

With entry of this Amendment, claims 1-9 are canceled without prejudice to further 
prosecution. Thus, claims 10-16 are pending in the present application with entry of this Amendment. 
For the Examiner's convenience, the pending claims are provided in an Appendix, attached hereto. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants believe all claims now pending in this 
Application are in condition for allowance. The issuance of a formal Notice of Allowance at an early 
date is respectfully requested. 
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PATENT 



Yet Assigned 



If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of this 



application, please telephone the undersigned at 415-576-0200. 



TOWNS END and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 

Two Embarcadero Center, 8 th Floor 

San Francisco, California 941 1 1-3834 

Tel: (415)576-0200 

Fax: (415) 576-0300 

MEH 



Respectfully submitted, 




